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Though the year is still young, 2006 is 
turning into a banner time for sister city 
programs around the globe as we con-
tinue to celebrate the 50th Anniversary 
of the sister city movement.

Already, more than 50 communities 
have organized summits on citizen 
diplomacy and submitted action items 
being fed into the National Summit on 
Citizen Diplomacy. Others are organiz-
ing September Concerts for the fall. 
Inquiries about Sister Cities/Sister 
Schools continue to pour in, and www.
SupportSisterCities.org is constantly 
adding innovative sister city projects.

Media exposure locally and nationally 
of sister city programs continues to rise, 
as sister city programs tie into the 50th 
Anniversary and reach out to local 
press. Fill-in-the-blank press releases, 
the internet, and email have made it 
possible for many parts of the sister city 

movement to work together collabora-
tively and expand participation.

More than 70 communities submitted 
entries for honors in the Annual Awards 
program, and more than 100 pieces of 
artwork, many from sister cities abroad, 
were submitted for the Showcase of 
Young Artists. Hundreds of nominations 
from local sister city programs were 
received for the Local Government 
Leadership Circle and the Circle of 
Distinguished Volunteers. 

And then there's the conference. The 
50th Anniversary Conference in Washing-
ton, D.C. will be a historic event in the 
history of the sister city movement ± the 

COVER PHOTO: Conference delegates will visit 
Capitol Hill and talk to legislators about the value 
of the sister city movement, laying groundwork for 
future funding and advocacy.
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The Sister Cities International Quarterly 
is produced four times per year by Sister 
Cities International, 1301 Pennsylvania 
Avenue, NW Suite 850, Washington, 
DC 20004, 202.347.8630, www.sister-
cities.org. We gladly accept submissions 
of photos and stories from members 
year round. Please realize that while 
we welcome and consider fully all 
submissions, we cannot ® t everything 
we receive into the newsletter. Stories 
from local programs are more likely to 
be used if they focus on conveying a 
lesson learned or best practice that can 
help other sister city programs. Please 
identify people in photos and write a 
cutline describing what is happening in 
the photo. All photos submitted must be 
cleared for copyright use and all persons 
must have given their permission for the 
image to be used in publicity materials.

Representing more than 2,500 
communities in 134 countries, Sister 
Cities International is a citizen diplomacy 
network creating and strengthening 
partnerships between the U.S. and 
communities abroad. Begun in 1956 
after a White House summit where U.S. 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower called 
for people-to-people exchanges, sister 
city partnerships are tailored to local 
interests and increase global cooperation 
at the grassroots level. Sister Cities 
International promotes peace through 
mutual respect, understanding and 
cooperation by focusing on sustainable 
development, youth and education, arts 
and culture, humanitarian assistance and 
economic growth programs.

  Sister Cities 
International 

quarterly 

Contributing Editor: Ami Neiberger-Miller
Editor/Designer: Kathryn Schreyer Poppy

A President’s Farewell Message

Welcome from Morocco Shines 
Light on a Brighter Tomorrow
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Letters from Leadership

Discover New Resources

E- Newsletter Sign - Up

Upcoming Events
Board of Director’s Calendar

50th Anniversary Conference, 
Washington, DC ± July 13-15, 2006

Board of Directors Meeting 
Wednesday, July 12, 2006

Annual Business Meeting ± Saturday, July 15, 2006

Board of Directors Meeting ± Saturday, July 15, 2006

Fall Leadership Meeting, Bangor, North Down, Northern Ireland
October 12-14, 2006

Spring Leadership Meeting, Washington, D.C. ± March 8-10, 2007

Annual Conference, Fort Lauderdale, FL ± July 18-21, 2007

Board of Directors Meeting ± Wednesday, July 18, 2007

Annual Business Meeting ± Saturday, July 21, 2007

Board of Directors Meeting ± Saturday, July 21, 2007
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Sherman Banks
President of the Board of Directors

Our 50th Anniversary is already well-
underway. I am pleased to report that 
the ªPartnership & Peace Tour ± 
Moroccoº was a success. One thing 
that was deeply impressed on me during 
the trip, was the importance of tearing 
down the stereotypes of misconceptions 
and distrust that has led to terrorism 
and ultimately war. We grew in our un-
derstanding of this rich and marvelous 
country, and the citizens of Morocco 
learned more about the United States.

On behalf of Sister Cities International 
and Mary Jean Eisenhower, we would 
like to thank His Royal Highness Mo-
hammed the VI, His Royal Highness's 
representatives in all ® ve regions, U.S. 
Ambassador Thomas Riley, the U.S. 
Consul General Douglas Greene, the 
Moroccan representatives for the Min-
istry of Tourism, the honorable Mayors, 
the Casablanca-Chicago Sister City As-
sociation, Boubker Mazoz, Aziz Lebbar, 
to the delegates who were participants 

during the trip, and to those families 
and friends in Morocco who made our 
stay unforgettable. 

I encourage you to consider how 
to involve your community in the 
Islamic Peace & Friendship Initiative. 
You can partner as a sister city with 
a predominantly Islamic community 
or donate to a project in Afghani-
stan, Morocco or Iraq through www.
SupportSisterCities.org. We will 
soon release the results of the survey 
conducted for the Islamic Peace & 
Friendship Initiative.

I am looking forward to the 
50th Anniversary Conference in 
Washington, D.C. and hope to talk 
with many of you there. I will also 
be turning over the presidency of the 
Board of Directors to the very capable 
Mae Ferguson during the Conference. 
It has been an honor and a pleasure 
serving you as President for the past 
two years. F

Would you like to hear about fund-
ing opportunities for your sister 
city program? Want to learn new 
ways to get involved in the sister 
city movement? Then sign up for 
the e-newsletter! This biweekly 
electronic newsletter updates you 
on current initiatives and offers a 
wealth of opportunities ± includ-
ing Cities Seeking Cities, available 
grants, and new resources. To sign 
up, go to www.sister-cities.org and 
click on the white and blue publi-
cations banner. Don't miss out!
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The Next 50 Years

Writing the Sister City Story 

Sister Cities 
International 

Board of Directors

Our 50th Anniversary year will continue 
to be an immensely rewarding year for 
Sister Cities International.  As we look 
beyond our 50th Anniversary year in 
2006, we have to ask:  What will the 
sister city story be in the next 50 years?

In March, 48 members of the Board of 
Directors, staff, and state coordinators 
engaged in a day-long session to begin 
charting a future course.  Most appropri-
ately, we came to agreement about the 
greatest opportunities existing today for 
Sister Cities International - opportuni-
ties we need to build on for the future:

· Generate greater involvement in the 
sister city movement by youth and 
young professionals.

· Build greater capacity within existing 
sister city relationships.

· Signi® cantly increase international 
membership and involvement.

· T ap our network's amazing human 
resources.

· Build and sustain strong local and 
state government support.

Additionally, the group had some excit-
ing wishes - things we would like to see 
achieved in the future:

· When we say ªsister cities,º everyone 
will know that through our link-
ages we are building a more just and 
peaceful world.

· There will be a sister city to the 
United States found in every country 
throughout the world.

· Sister Cities International will 
receive the Nobel Peace Prize.

As we recognize and celebrate our ac-
complishments of the past 50 years, we 
know the need for sister cities is more 
important than ever.  Opportunities 
exist for creating peace, friendship and 
prosperity in all corners of the world.  
Let's do more of what we do best, and 
let's achieve our dreams.  

All of you will be asked for your contri-
butions and ideas as we develop speci® c 
goals for the next ® ve years.  Read your 
e-newsletter this summer to learn how 
you can participate in the strategic plan-
ning process. Happy 50th Anniversary!

gathering of 1,200 delegates from across the globe to celebrate and prepare for 
the next ® fty years of citizen diplomacy.

As the newsletter goes to press, registration numbers for the 50th Anniversary 
conference continue to soar and have reached well over 900 delegates. There is a 
limit of 1,000 adult registrants. When the registration limit is reached, a waiting 
list will be established. Waiting list procedures will be published on the website. 

The conference hotel, the Hyatt Regency Washington on Capitol Hill is sold 
out.  If you have not yet made your hotel reservations, the Holiday Inn on The 
Hill is offering a special conference rate to Sister Cities International conference 
participants. The Holiday Inn is directly across the street from the Hyatt. 
To reserve your room, call the Reservations Department at 800-638-1116 
and refer to rate code SCI to get the group rate.  For more information, visit 
www.sister-cities.org.

The 50th Anniversary is here ± and it's our year to honor the past while advanc-
ing the sister city movement to the next level of excellence.

continued from page one,  Banner Year
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Letters from Leadership

Tim Honey
Executive Director
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50th Anniversary

The Impact of Your Community Summit

Results of a Summit Can Stretch Beyond 
Today & Touch the Future
People came together and they spoke up. They said they believed in the power 
of citizen diplomacy. They designed action strategies to better integrate citizen 
diplomacy within communities and nations. These are the resounding results of 
nearly ® fty successful Community Summits on Citizen Diplomacy held across 
the United States, and even across the sea.  

Each summit brought a diverse group of people together to share ideas, develop 
action plans, and create networks. Ideas and priority action items from partici-
pants will guide discussion at the National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy being 
held in July 2006 during the 50th Anniversary Conference, and will be used to 
compile the ªInternational Report on the Future of Citizen Diplomacyº that will 
be shared with the U.S. Congress. 

If your community hosted a summit, you can keep the momentum and energy 
from that exciting event alive by taking some of these easy steps:  

1) Share the results. Take summit results to your local school board and city 
council.  Use participant names, the diverse organizations they represent 
and citizen involvement to spur the city council to take action to implement 
your recommendations, and suggest declaring a ªSister Cities Dayº or host-
ing a ªMulti-Cultural Festival.º This presentation can also make an excellent 
photo opportunity for media (see #2 below).

2) Contact the press. Send a press release about your summit's results and pic-
tures to your local media. Tie the effects of your local summit to the National 
Summit and 50th Anniversary Conference being held in July. Offer someone 
local to interview (a person who attended the summit, will attend the confer-
ence, or just someone who is enthusiastic about citizen diplomacy). A ® ll-
in-the-blank news release is available online at www.sister-cities.org for you 
to adapt and use (click on the 50th Anniversary Banner, then twice on the 
Community Summits).

3) Stay in touch. Follow up with summit participants and make sure they are on 
a common email list so it's easy for them to continue to network and sponsor 
activities together.

4) Organize a ªWhat next?º meeting. Invite summit participants to take ideas 
from the summit to the next level by creating a group that will take these 
ideas to community organizations and local government representatives.

For more information, contact Emily Carter at 202.347.8630 ext. 4007, ecarter@
sister-cities.org. 

The September Concert  
Building Support 
for a Peaceful 
World

Be one of ® fty member com-
munities holding a concert on 
September 11, 2006 and be 
part of the 50th Anniversary of 
the sister city movement. You 
can hold a free public concert 
and highlight how your sister 
city program is building a more 
peaceful world of tolerance and 
understanding.  

September 11th carries spe-
cial meaning for the sister 
city movement in the United 
States, because President Eisen-
hower delivered his famous 
speech during the White House 
Summit on Citizen Diplomacy 
calling for people-to-people ties 
on September 11, 1956. His call 
to peace and global understand-
ing is as relevant today as it was 
® fty years ago. 

We seek to honor President 
Eisenhower's memory and 
vision, as well as the memory 
of those lost to violence and in-
tolerance, through joining The 
September Concert Foundation 
in holding a series of concerts 
around the globe. 

Your community can take 
part in this event and invite 
your sister cities to hold con-
certs. Help us ® ll the world 
with music on September 11, 
2006. For more information, 
contact Swathi Veeravalli at 
202.347.8630 ext. 4005 or 
sveeravalli@sister-cities.org. 

Fill the World With Music 
on September 11, 2006
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Member Spotlight Coral Gables, Florida
The community's support for the sister cities program 
in Coral Gables, Florida was clear during the South 
Florida Summit on Citizen Diplomacy. More than 
100 participants, as well as Florida Secretary of State 
Sue Cobb, and keynote speaker, Ambassador Kenton 
Keith, attended. Sister Cities International Communi-
cations Coordinator Emily Carter (second from right) 
attended and said, ªThe strong support of the com-
munity, as well as local government, made this summit 
a success. They drafted several action ideas that will 
further their sister city program locally and contribute 
to the National Summit on Citizen Diplomacy.º 



Our Thanks to New 
Donors in the Second 
Quarter of 2005:

Joseph Acquaye, 
Vincent O. Ajayi, Gohar 
Alagyozyan, Arshak 
Bala yan , William & Ann 
Belury, Charlene Burdorf, 
Patricia Cappelletti, City 
of Dunedin, Florida, 
Kev in J. Connors, Tony 
Crews, Gregory R. 
DeJardin, Den ver  Sister 
Cities International, 
Maria Eugenia Esquivias, 
Susan E. Fitter, Robert 
C. Gehret, Jr ., James 
D. Gerwin, Adela 
Gonzalez, Greater 
Miami Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Mher 
N. Hakob yan , Doyle & 
Sharon Harrell, David 
M. Hays, David Holliday, 
Los Alamos-Sarov Sister 
Cities Initiative, Hasmik 
Matsakyan, Hunter 
N. Moorman, Akinola 
Ogunjobi, Michael 
Onasan ya,  Palm Desert 
Sister Cities, John & 
Jennifer Perry, Susan K. 
Reardon, Betsey Romero, 
San Francisco-Seoul 
Sister City Committee, 
Shine-Link International 
Group, Darlyn B. 
Smedley, and Nuo Yang.

50th Anniversary

Anniversary

Partnership & Peace Tour
Morocco” Builds Goodwill
During the Partnership & Peace Tour ± Morocco, 45 
delegates extended a hand in friendship to the people in Morocco.  
Led by Mary Jean Eisenhower, granddaughter of President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower and CEO of People to People International, and Sherman Banks, Presi-
dent of the Sister Cities International Board of Directors, the delegates visited 
Rabat, Meknes, Fez, Marrakech, Essaouira and Casablanca. 

The participants visited extraordinary Moroccan architectural treasures, tasted 
Moroccan cuisine, stayed in a former castle, and enjoyed the warmth and kind-
ness of the local people. They held meetings with several key of® cials seeking to 
set up new sister city ties and strengthen existing 
linkages. 

More than 80 wheelchairs, purchased with dona-
tions from throughout the United States, were 
distributed to needy residents of Rabat and Fez 
during the trip. Eighty more wheelchairs were 
distributed in Marrakech and Casablanca in May 
2006. As part of the humanitarian initiative, a 
group of delegates also visited an orphanage in 
Meknes.

As part of the 50th Anniversary of the citizen 
diplomacy movement in 2006, the U.S. delega-
tion, in collaboration with the Casablanca-Chi-
cago Sister City Association and the city of Casablanca, held a conference in 
Casablanca with 150 attendees titled, ªReaching Out to Your Global Neighbors 
Through Citizen Diplomacy: Promoting Islamic - U.S. Relationships.º.

Upcoming 

A life of service, a kindred 
spirit, and a strong commitment 
to sister city programs, are just 
a few of the qualities shared 
by members of the 50th An-
niversary Local Government 
Leadership Circle and the 50th 
Anniversary Circle of Distin-
guished Volunteers.

More than 200 Local Govern-
ment Leaders and 550 Distin-
guished Volunteers will be hon-
ored during the Musical Tribute 
to Citizen Diplomats at the 
prestigious Warner Theatre in 
Washington, D.C. on Saturday, 
July 15, 2006. The honorees will 
be recognized for their contribu-
tions to the ® rst half-century 
of the sister city movement. 
Nominees were selected by local 
sister city programs.  

Press releases about the win-
ners will be issued by Sister 
Cities International before the 
event. However, local sister city 
programs may also want to issue 
their own press release (a ® ll-
in-the-blank release is available 
online at www.sister-cities.org, 
click on the 50th Anniversary 
banner, click twice on the 50th 
Anniversary Local Government 
Leadership Circle or the 50th 
Anniversary Circle of Distin-
guished Volunteers, then scroll 
down the page to the Sample 
Press Release). 

Honorees not attending the 
ceremony will receive their 
medallions in the mail after the 
event.

F

50th
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Tribute
 Circle of Distinguished 

Volunteers & 
Local Government 
Leadership Circle      

PHOTOS: Top right: Glenn Gray, former President of the Board of Directors for Sister Cities In-
ternational, enjoys a cultural celebration. Above right: Viktor Zikas, Development Coordinator for 
Sister Cities International smiles with a group of orphan boys who enjoyed meeting the delegation. 
Lower right: These orphans were cheered by the delegates. Lower left: Mary Jean Eisenhower and 
delegates enjoy the view.
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50th Anniversary 
     Conference Information
           Conference Highlights
Capitol Hill Visits
Conference delegates will converge on Capitol Hill to talk to legislators and 
policymakers about the value of the sister city movement. Groups will meet with 
their congressional representatives and or senators to advocate issues critical to 
the citizen diplomacy movement and deliver important information to govern-
ment of® ces.

Attend a Reception at an Embassy
Conference delegates will have the opportunity to meet with diplomatic of® cials 
and enjoy their hospitality at an embassy.  Embassy hosts include:  Embassy of 
the People's Republic of China, Embassy of Egypt, Embassy of Hungary, Embassy 
of India, Embassy of Italy, Embassy of Japan, Embassy of the Russian Federation, 
Embassy of the Republic of South Africa, and Organization of American States.

Mayors Roundtable on Globalization and Local 
Economic Development 
The Mayors Roundtable on Globalization & Local Economic Development will 
examine cross-cutting global economic development issues affecting local com-
munities. Three workshops within the roundtable will explore innovative tech-
nology, international tourism, and international economic development strategy. 
Panelists will discuss effective strategies local and state governments can utilize, 
and discuss how sister city relationships can respond to challenges and opportu-
nities in economic development. For more information, contact Matthew Corso 
at 202.347.8630 ext. 8636 or mcorso@sister-cities.org. 

CONFERENCE ALERTS

What Can I Do in Washington, DC?

FREE Guide to D.C. Available to Conference 
Delegates
The question is - what can't you do when you are in Washington, D.C.?!  
From the monuments to the museums, to the neighborhood shops and 
restaurants, there are an endless number of opportunities for entertainment.  
Whether you are interested in shopping, history, sports, the arts or cultural 
activities, you will not be bored.  A visit to www.washington.org will help 
you organize your trip. You may also request a copy of the ªWashington, D.C. 
Of® cial Visitors Guideº on www.washington.org or call 1.800.422.8644 to 
order it. 

AFTER THE EVENT: Conference Highlights Online!
Even if you aren't attending the 50th Anniversary Conference, you'll be able 
to read all about it in the next issue of our newsletter and in e-newsletters 
issued after the conference! Workshop presentations, handouts and other 
information, plus photos, will also be available online at www.sister-cities.org 
after the event.

Registration 
Waiting List Opens
As the newsletter goes to press, reg-
istration for the 50th Anniversary 
Conference has ® lled. However, 
a waiting list is available and we 
believe that some registration spots 
will open up. Open spots will only 
be ® lled on a ® rst-come ® rst-served 
basis from the of® cial waiting list. 
To register for the waiting list, go to 
www.sister-cities.org and click on 
the 50th Anniversary banner.

Hotel Options
The conference hotel, the Hyatt 
Regency Washington on Capitol 
Hill, is sold out. If you have not yet 
made your hotel reservations, the 
Holiday Inn on The Hill is offering 
a special conference rate to Sister 
Cities International conference 
participants. The Holiday Inn is 
directly across the street from the 
Hyatt. To reserve your room, call 
the Reservations Department at 
800-638-1116 and refer to 
rate code SCI to get the group 
rate. For more information,
visit www.sister-cities.org. 

Thank you India Tourism for hosting 
the evening visit to the Embassy of India 
as part of the Embassy Cultural Events. 
For more information, see right.

Thank You
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Conference Schedule at a Glance

Thursday, July 13
Morning:

· Opening Ceremonies 
· Plenary Sessions 
· Brie® ng about visiting Capitol Hill

Afternoon: 
· Congressional Luncheon
· V isits to Capitol Hill to advocate for 

citizen diplomacy issues
· W orkshop: Establishing and Imple-

menting Twinning Relationships 
Around the World

· Candidates Forum

Evening:
· Opening Reception: Achieving the 

Millennium Development Goals
· Optional tours of Washington, D.C. 

by moonlight

Friday, July 14
Morning:

· Diplomatic Breakfast and 
Plenary Session 

· Islamic Peace and Friendship Dialogue

Afternoon: 
· Presidential Luncheon: The Honor-

able George W. Bush, President of 
the United States and Honorary 
Chairman of Sister Cities Interna-
tional (invited)

· Forum on Globalization and Local 
Economic Development 

· Best Practices Showcase

Evening:
· Embassy Receptions

Saturday, July 15
Morning:

· Annual Business Meeting

Afternoon: 
· A Musical Tribute to Citizen Diplo-

mats at the Warner Theatre

Evening:
· Sister Cities International Gala: 

Celebrating 50 Years of Global 
Citizenship at the National Building 
Museum

For a complete schedule visit our website at www.sister-cities.org, click on the 50th 
Anniversary banner, then on the 50th Anniversary Conference link.

F

Thank You 
to Our New 
50 th  Anniversary 
Conference 
Sponsors
Recently we told you about 
some of the sponsors who will 
be helping to support events at 
the 50th Anniversary Celebra-
tion. Here are additional com-
panies that recently signed on:

American Express  will 
receive overall recognition at 
the 50th Anniversary Confer-
ence.  American Express offers 
worldwide credit card, ® nancial 
and travel services.

ICMA Retirement 
Corporation  will sponsor 
the Best Practices Showcase at 
the conference.  The company 
manages the retirement fund 
for the International City/
County Managers Association.

Tropos Networks  is 
sponsoring the Technology 
Forum on Friday afternoon, July 
14 during the conference. Tro-
pos Networks provides broad-
band access for public safety 
and other municipal needs.[

Special Conference Workshop

Achieving Millennium Development Goals 
through City-to-City Partnerships
Sponsored by the World Bank Institute

The Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) are international development 
goals adopted by the United Nations in 
2000. City-to-City cooperation is the 
development of strategic partnerships 
between two or more communities to 
exchange information, ideas, technical 
assistance, training and other sustainable 
development activities. In this unique 
session, the focus is on how City-to-City 
partnerships can:

· Be strategically recognized by na-
tional and international development 
agencies as an important and cost 
effective development tool in advanc-
ing and achieving the MDGs.

· Create a global community-based 
movement that engages local leaders 

and citizens in achieving the MDGs 
and good governance.

· Enhance the transparency and ac-
countability of local governments in 
developing countries through South-
South partnerships and the use of 
e-governance as a transparency tool.

· Develop, strengthen, and sustain 
South-South partnerships.

Participants will make recommenda-
tions about City-to-City cooperation to 
United Cities and Local Governments 
and other international organizations.

For more information contact 
Matthew Corso 202.347.8630 ext 8636 
or mcorso@sister-cities.org.

Kudos for Sister Cities

F

Mayor Don Slesnick of Coral 
Gables, Florida thinks sister 
city involvement is essential to 
developing the community. He 
said, ªDowntown Coral Gables is 
an international hub of business 
and commerce. Therefore, it is es-
sential that the City government 
position itself as a gateway to the 
Caribbean and Latin America by 
actively engaging the local multi-
national corporate headquarters 
and the resident diplomatic com-
munity.  An effective sister cities 
program is one of the things that 
helps us accomplish this goal.º



50th Anniversary Conference

Upcoming 50   Anniversary Gala 
Recognizes Leaders in Citizen Diplomacy
Eisenhower, Behring & Citrix Systems, Inc., 
Ambassador Young to be Honored
Leaders in citizen diplomacy will be honored at the Sister Cities International 
Gala being held at the National Building Museum during the 50th Anniversary 
Conference.   The awards were created to recognize exceptional leaders and sup-
porters of the sister city movement and to recognize outstanding global leaders.

Eisenhower Legacy Award for Global Citizenship
Mary Jean Eisenhower, President & CEO, 
People to People Inc.
Her grandfather, U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
sparked the growing sister city and people-to-people 
movements at a White House Conference on Citizen 
Diplomacy held September 11-12, 1956. Her passionate 
work and faith in the global citizen diplomacy movement 
shows a boundless dedication to her grandfather's ideals.

Humanitarian Partnership Award
Kenneth Behring, Founder and Chairman, 
The Wheelchair Foundation
Through its `Wheelchairs for Peace' partnership with 
Sister Cities International, the Wheelchair Foundation 
has distributed thousands of wheelchairs to sister city 
programs, and improved life for thousands of disabled 
people, their families, and their communities. Mr. 
Behring's initiative, leadership and philanthropy demon-
strate the impact that an individual can truly have 
on thousands of lives.

Corporate Global Responsibility Award 
Citrix Systems, Inc., represented by Mark Templeton, CEO
The global leader in on-demand access, serving 100% of 
the Fortune 100 and 98% of the Fortune Global 500, 
Citrix Systems, Inc. will receive the Corporate Global 
Responsibility Award. Citrix Systems Inc. has demon-
strated its commitment to global information access by 
helping establish `Cyber Sister City Partnerships' that are 
models for global information technology collaboration. 
Accepting the award on behalf of Citrix Systems Inc. 
will be CEO Mark Templeton.

Distinguished Leadership Award
Ambassador Andrew Young
Ambassador Andrew Young, former Mayor of Atlanta, former Congressman and 
former Ambassador to the United Nations is the second recipient of the Distin-
guished Leadership Award.  As Mayor of Atlanta, he led the way in helping his 
mayoral colleagues around the country understand how trade affects local eco-
nomic development.  His sustained leadership in energizing the private sector to 
advance economic development in Africa and the Caribbean is a model for inter-
national engagement.  Ambassador Young will be leading the prestigious Sullivan 
Summit in Nigeria on July 15 and is unable to be present at the gala, so he will 
accept his award in person at a date to be determined.

th 

Young Global 
Leaders Award

Youth Exchange 
& Study (YES) 
Program Students 
Since 2003, the YES Program 
has brought more than 660 
students from predominantly 
Islamic countries to live with 
U.S. families and attend 
school for an academic year.  
Sister Cities International or-
ganizes and conducts a Leader-
ship Summit annually for YES 
students, and is impressed by 
these outstanding and ener-
getic young people, who serve 
as citizen ambassadors of their 
home countries while in the 
U.S. and return home to build 
cultural bridges of under-
standing about the United 
States. Accepting the award 
on behalf of all YES students 
will be Sehrish Khan from 
Pakistan; Hadeel Bayoumi Pal-
estinian citizen of Israel;  Maya 
Alkateb from Syria; and Laith 
Jawad from Jordan
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50th Anniversary Conference

Presidential Historian 
Michael Beschloss to 
Address Gala 
Address to Focus on the 
Importance of the Citizen 
Diplomacy Movement
Acclaimed author and award-winning historian, 
Michael Beschloss, will keynote the Sister Cit-
ies International 50th Anniversary Conference 
International Gala to be held at the National 
Building Museum. His address will focus on the 
importance of citizen diplomacy in the next 50 

years.  Beschloss will also provide historical insights 
on President Eisenhower's 1956 White House Conference on Citizen Diplomacy.

An author of eight books, Michael Beschloss most recently published the ac-
claimed New York Times best-seller The Conquerors: Roosevelt, Truman and the 
Destruction of Hitler's Germany, 1941-1945. Newsweek has called Beschloss ªthe 
nation's leading Presidential historian.º  He was recently appointed NBC News 
Presidential Historian and is a regular guest on Imus in the Morning and PBS's 
The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer.  He is also a recent Emmy nominee for his role 
in creating the Discovery Channel series ªDecisions that Shook the World.º

He was a historian with the Smithsonian Institution from 1982-1986, a senior 
associate member at Oxford University in England from 1986-1987, and a senior 
fellow of the Annenberg Foundation in Washington, D.C. from 1988-1996.

Lynn Olson, 50th Anniversary Conference Director, said, ªWe were very im-
pressed by his knowledge of the sister city movement and the historical value of 
citizen diplomacy.  He feels that the citizen diplomacy movement is more impor-
tant now than it was during the Cold War, and he will lay out a vivid and inspir-
ing perspective on the future of citizen diplomacy.º 

Sister city youth delegates from around 
the world will take part in the Inter-
national Youth Summit on Global 
Citizenship being held July 11-16 in 
Washington, D.C.  Held concurrently 
with the 50th Anniversary Confer-
ence, the Summit will prepare youth to 
become effective global citizens in the 
21st century. 

This extraordinary opportunity for 
young people from around the globe 
will lead to greater international un-
derstanding and cooperation and will 
raise awareness of the important contri-
butions youth can make in addressing 
pressing community and global issues. 

For a tentative schedule and more de-
tails, visit www.sister-cities.org (click on 

International Youth Summit on 
Global Citizenship
JULY 11-16, 2006 · WASHINGTON, D.C .

· Build global leadership skills.
· Advocate for citizen diplomacy issues on Capitol Hill.
· Participate in discussions focused on peace and citizen diplomacy.
· V isit Washington-based international nonpro® t agencies to learn about in-ternational engagement and careers. 
· Attend an Embassy reception and meet diplomatic of® cials.
· Earn college credit (optional, requires an additional fee).
· Make lifelong friendships.

the 50th Anniversary Banner, then 
on the International Youth Sum-
mit) or contact Bethany Rehling, 
202.347.8630 ext. 8252, brehling@
sister-cities.org. 
PHOTO: Sustained involvement of youth is 
critical to the long-term success of sister city 
programs. Workshops like this one developing 
leadership skills will empower young people to 
be global leaders.

During the Summit, 
Youth Will :
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Gold Partners
Citrix Systems, Inc.
Harrison Middleton University
Hewlett Packard
International Council of Shopping Centers
PADCO|AECOM
United Airlines

Silver Partners
American Express
Greater Ft. Lauderdale Sister Cities International
The George Washington University
ICMA Retirement Corporation
Sister Cities Foundation
Tropos Networks

Bronze Partners
Abercrombie & Kent Egypt
The Africa Channel
Black & Veatch
The Boeing Company
Close Up Foundation
Fort Worth Sister Cities International
City of Hollywood, Florida
India Tourism
International Mayors Communication Centre
Japan National Tourist Organization, New York
City of Kansas City, Missouri
Laureate International Universities
Open World Center/ AED
Marilyn Porter
 St. Louis Sister Cities
Standard & Poor's/McGraw-Hill
Starbucks Coffee Company
Tempe Sister Cities
Toyota Motor Sales U.S.A.
UBS
US India Business Council
Wheelchair Foundation
World Bank Institute

Friends
AYUSA
CH2M HILL
City of Dearborn, Michigan
City of Laredo, Texas
Sister City Program of New York City
NYC and Company
Palmea Ltd.
Phoenix, Arizona Sister Cities
People to People Ambassador Programs
City of Sendai, Japan
City of St. Petersburg, Florida
Steppingstone LLC
Taj Hotels Resorts and Palaces

50 th  Anniversary 
Conference Partners

Thank You



Youth & Education

Sister Cities/Sister 
Schools

Open a Classroom 
Window and 
Let the World In!
Sister Cities International and 
the International Education 
and Resource Network (iEARN) 
have joined efforts to bring global 
learning and cooperation into 
classrooms worldwide. Teach-
ers and administrators in Sister 
Cities International's 2,500 
member communities are eligible 
for partial scholarships to access 
iEARN's global learning resourc-
es and tools.  

During the program's launch 
year, a teacher will have access 
to thousands of projects around 
the world, as well as curriculum 
and professional development 
resources, for only $50.  An 
entire Sister School can get the 
bene® ts of iEARN-USA mem-
bership for only $180 through 
this partnership.  

ªThrough the Internet, students 
and teachers have the opportu-
nity to go beyond international 
simulations and engage directly 
with students in other countries,º 
said iEARN-USA director, 
Edwin Gragert. ªStudents have 
the opportunity to both learn 
and teach through direct inter-
action, enabling them to gain 
knowledge about new topics and 
the ability to work with other 
cultures.  These are important 
21st century skills.º

The program not only creates 
globally literate young people 
but it also about makes it easier 
and more attractive for teach-
ers to introduce international 
elements into lesson plans. Even 
if your community does not have 
a sister city relationship, you can 
participate in the Sister Schools 
Program. Teachers who would 
like to get involved can go to 
www.sister-cities.org and click 
on ªSister Schools.º More ques-
tions? Contact Danielle Ramirez 
at support@sister-cities.org or 
202.347.8630 ext. 8638.  

Sister Schools Africa Brings the 
Continent to the Classroom

Sister Cities International and the 
Africa Channel are launching a joint 
effort to help U.S. schoolchildren 
clearly see Africa for all it has to offer. 

By pairing up classrooms in the U.S. 
and Africa through the new Sister 
Schools Africa program, thousands of 
schoolchildren will make new friends 
and explore diverse cultures. They 
will use email, video link-ups, art 

exchanges and even personal visits to get to know each other and 
learn. Classrooms can learn each other's native languages, conduct 
science experiments, or compare their communities and schools 
± whatever they choose.

ªChildren today are growing up in a globally connected society ± and 
we have to prepare them to be global citizens who can engage with 
people on the other side of the world,º said Tim Honey, executive 
director of Sister Cities International. ªThe Sister Schools Africa pro-
gram will give teachers and students a way to shape the next genera-
tion of leaders. This program will go a long way to fostering peace and 
friendship.º

More than just increasing global understanding, organizers say this 
interaction will make participating children more competitive in the 
international marketplace. ªModern-day Africans want to be heard, 
and they want to participate in the global economy, but they can't 
participate if people don't know who they are,º said James Makawa, 
CEO and founder of the Africa Channel. ªBy connecting U.S. stu-
dents at an early age with African peers to talk about music, politics, 
and language, Sister Schools Africa will help them operate more ef-
fectively and collaboratively in the global economy.º  

Sister Schools Africa is an extension of the Sister Cities/Sister 
Schools Initiative. Teachers who would like to get involved in Sister 
Schools Africa can go to www.sister-cities.org and click on ªSister 
Schools.º If your community does not have an African sister city, we 
can help connect you to a classroom in Africa. Invite your school. 
Today's Africa is waiting to be discovered.

ªChildren today 
are growing up 
in a globally 
connected 
society.... This 
program will go a 
long way to 
fostering peace 
and friendship.º
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Building the Dream

CHANGES 
AMONG 
MEMBERSHIP
NEW MEMBERS

Butte County, CA
Mount Shasta, CA
Hendersonville, NC
Melrose, MN
Ripley, WV
Somerville, MA
Southwest Ranches, FL

RETURNING MEMBERS
Kalamazoo, MI

NEW PARTNERSHIPS
Lansing, MI with Asan, Chungcheon-
gnam, Korea, Republic of
Lansing, MI with Dar es Salaam, Dar 
es Salaam, Tanzania, United Republic 
of• (International Partner for Peace)
Lansing, MI with Tipitapa, 
Managua, Nicaragua•
Chicago Heights, IL with Asuogyaman 
District Assembly, Eastern, Ghana
Poway, CA with Marijampol•, 
Marijampoles, Lithuania
Asheville, NC with Valladolid, Yuca-
t"n, Mexico
Asheville, NC with Saumur, 
Pays de la Loire, France
Buffalo, NY with Rzesz*w, Podkar-
packie, Poland
Ponca City, OK with Baiyin, 
Gansu, China
Norman, OK with Seika, Kyoto, Japan

SPONSORED MEMBERS
Tlaquepaque, Jalisco, Mexico, 
sponsored by: Spring® eld Sister Cities 
Association, MO

SupportSisterCities.org
International Partners for 
Peace Fundraise Online 
for Projects in Iraq
The International Partners for Peace grant from the 
U.S. Department of State began as an effort to pro-
vide immediate humanitarian assistance to commu-
nities in Iraq.  In only two short years, the project 
has evolved into personal exchanges and reciprocal 

learning.Using www.SupportSisterCities.org, sister city programs are raising 
funds to conduct exchanges and trainings.

· Philadelphia is raising $25,000 to bring and train Iraqi aviation of® cials in secu-
rity, operations, and risk management. This ªtraining of trainersº will create 40 
new jobs at Mosul Airport and ultimately expand business development and job 
creation in Iraq, improving life for thousands of Iraqis.

· Tempe Sister Cities has raised funds to purchase 280 wheelchairs through the 
Wheelchairs for Peace partnership, and is seeking $6,000 to  ̄y a delegation to 
Hilla, Iraq and distribute them. The trip will also allow local of® cials to discuss 
potential projects to improve waste management, medicine, and technology.  

· Since 2004, the Denver Regional Council of Governments, in cooperation with 
Boy Scouts and EZSchoolSupplies, has shipped over 2,500 school supply kits for 
students and teachers in the province of Baghdad.  They are now seeking to raise 
$2,000 to ship an additional 2,000 kits which will be distributed by Iraqi visitors 
to the Denver region who will use them to educate Iraqi children about their U.S. 
partners and friends.

To learn more, get involved, or just click and donate, visit www.SupportSister-
Cities.org. If your sister city program is trying to raise funds for a project or ex-
change, consider posting it on www.SupportSisterCities.org. Contact Danielle 
Ramirez at support@sister-cities.org for more information.

Sister Cities Network for 
Sustainable Development
Helping More Communities Engage Today’s Issues
In 2005, the Sister Cities Network for Sustainable Development's membership 
grew to 46 communities partnered with 125 sister cities.  Our ® rst international 
community, Ixtapa-Zihuatanejo, Mexico, joined the Network.  We launched 
a new member bene® t, www.SupportSisterCities.org, a special fundraising tool 
that allows member communities to post projects and use the web to raise funds.

We applied for more than 16 grants and funding opportunities, and six of our 
applications were successful. Thanks to our on-going partnerships with PADCO 
| AECOM, Citrix Systems, Inc. and Standard & Poor's, we continue to dem-
onstrate the success of the seed grant model and have greater access to USAID-
funded projects.  

In early 2006, we applied for two grant opportunities from the U.S. Department 
of State. One project focuses on women-led business development in India, and 
the other on promoting peace and developing strategies to better integrate im-
migrants and minorities in select French cities. We will ® nd out in autumn if our 
proposals will be funded. If your community is interested in learning more about 
the Sister Cities Network for Sustainable Development, visit www.sister-cities.
org (click on programs, then on Sustainable Development), or contact Matthew 
Corso at mcorso@sister-cities.org or 202.347.8630 ext. 8636.

F
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Building the Dream

CITY PACKAGES WANTED

Will Your Community Be Showcased in the 
World’s Greatest Cities & Cultural Treasures  Auction
Your community will be showcased to the world for an entire month, if you submit 
a city package to be auctioned off for the ªWorld's Greatest Cities & Cultural Trea-
suresº online auction, held June 19 - July 15. The package should include at least a 
three-night stay at a ® rst class hotel or resort, restaurant certi® cates, and passes to the 
incredible attractions that your city has to offer. Imagine the fun a sister city support-
er will have using your package and learning about your community, and the proceeds 
raised from the sale of your package will help Sister Cities International. Your city 
package will be displayed online along with your city emblem, sponsor logos and web 
links. Contact your Mayor's of® ce or city hall, the local tourism and visitors bureau, 
or local hotels and restaurants. Find out how easy it is to put together a great city 
package. Hurry, all packages should be submitted by June 10. To learn the auction 
set up, visit http://sistercities.cmarket.com or contact Viktor Zikas at vzikas@sister-
cities.org or call 202.347.8630 ext. 4875.

Cities Seeking Cities

The Online 
Matchmaking 
Service
Start Your Search 
for a New Sister City 
Online!
Is your com-
munity seek-
ing a new 
sister city? 
Would you 
like to ® nd 
a community 
partner on the other 
side of the globe? 
Cities Seeking Cities 
lists communities around 
the globe who are trying to 
® nd sister cities. It should be 
your ® rst stop as you seek out 
a new sister city. Read pro® les 
of seeking communities, input 
your own community, and ® nd 
information about the match-
ing-up process. 

Learn more by visiting www.
sister-cities.org and clicking 
on ªCities Seeking Citiesº 
or contact our Membership 
Department at 202.347.8630 
ext. 4000 or membership@
sister-cities.org. 

Share Your Sister City Story
Online Database Serves Up Ideas for Programs
Are you looking for a new sister city project, but want some fresh ideas? Would 
you like to share your sister city program's success with colleagues around the 
globe? Get inspired by your fellow sister cities and offer up some inspiration!  
Through our website's online feature, Tell Your Sister City Stories, members can 
share their successes.  Browse through programs ranging from arts and culture to 
humanitarian assistance or technology.  Learn how your sister city can create an 
English teacher program like Miami Beach, Florida and Fujisawa, Japan or ® nd out 
how to create a business development program like New Brunswick, New Jersey 
and Debrecen, Hungary. To get started, login to our website at www.sister-cities.
org (under Members Only, click on ªMembers Enter Data Here - Tell Your Sister 
City Storiesº or Search Database - Search ªTell Your Sister City Stories.º 

Wheelchairs for Peace
Delivering Hope to Communities Around the World
Sister city programs continue to sign up 
for the Wheelchairs for Peace program, 
and are delivering wheelchairs around 
the globe.  We are seeking 50 member 
communities to join the ª50 Wheelchairs ± 
50 Communitiesº initiative this year. This 
special initiative will deliver 2,500 wheel-
chairs to China and Latin America. For 
more information, contact Arisha Dmi-
trieva at admitrieva@sister-cities.org or 
202.347.8630, ext. 4874.

PHOTOS   ± LEFT: Recipients of wheelchairs from 
Yangshuo, China, sister city of Morehead, Kentucky, test 
out their specially-designed tricycle-style wheelchairs. The wheelchairs use a hand-lever pumping 
action to move and the tricycle design ® ts right in with a country that uses bicycles as a major form 
of human transportation. A special logo was sewn on the seat-back of the chair designed to express 
the friendship between the U.S. and China. RIGHT:  Betty Cutts, chair of the Yangshuo Committee 
of Sister Cities of Morehead, Kentucky, presents a wheelchair. The ® ve member delegation presented 
93 wheelchairs to their sister city in March 2006.

F
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Building Our Financial Resources

Many Thanks
to Our New 

Donors
First Quarter 2006: 

K. Balasundram 
John C. Ebersole 

Fort Wayne Sister Cities 
Christoph Gielen  

International Visitors Council 
    of Philadelphia 

Fred Johnson 
Daniel J. Kelly 
Anka Manitiu 

Dena J. McDonald 
Sunil Nepal

Charles Nwankwo 
Charles A. O'Connell 

Ralph Otte 
Andy Ratermann 

Richard & Joyce Sapp 
Bret M. Scott 

Mike & Karen Scott 
Eileen Tomaro 
Lawson Vicario 

Shop to Help the Sister 
Cities Movement!

Hop to Amazon 
Through the 
Sister Cities Online 
Marketplace
Do you like 
to shop on 
Amazon.
com? Now 
your shop-
ping can 
bene® t 
Sister Cities 
Interna-
tional. Just 
connect to Amazon through our 
marketplace by going to www.
sister-cities.org and clicking 
on Marketplace, then on the 
Amazon icon. After linking up 
through the marketplace, a 
percentage of your purchases 
will be donated to Sister Cities 
International!

Proposal Writing 101: 
         How to Get Funding

F
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To get funding from a corporation or foundation, many sister city 
organizations need to write proposals to request funding. Here is a 
quick crash course in what funders expect to see in proposals.

1) Introduction . This is a brief summary of what the proposal is all 
about and how much money you are seeking. Write no more than 
one page and use only a half page for short proposals.

2) Organizational background. Explain what your organization is 
all about, how long it has been in existence, who your sister cities 
are, which sister cities you will involve in this program, and suc-
cessful programs you have undertaken with your sister city prior 
to this project.

3) Issue background. Provide speci® c background information on 
the issue you wish to address with your sister city. Why is it im-
portant to the international community and to your community? 
What are the conditions you are trying to alleviate or improve?

4) How you intend to solve the problem in a joint and sustainable 
way. Explain how you will draw your sister city into the planning 
process and how you will you work together. Describe other or-
ganizations in both communities that will be involved. Will your 
project result in an action plan for the international community 
or for your own city? Who will implement the action plan? 
What are your plans for long-term sustainability for the project?

5) The timeline. When do you intend to begin the program? 
How long will it last? When will you schedule exchanges both 
here and abroad?

6) Evaluation/outcomes. How will you evaluate your program? 
What kind of survey will you use? How often will you measure 
progress against benchmarks taken at the beginning of the 
program?

7) Budget. The budget should be clear, with every aspect of the pro-
gram covered.  Don't forget personnel costs, travel and transpor-
tation, of® ce supplies, postage and other communication costs, 
printing, and indirect costs (if allowed). List what you will put 
into the project in cost share.  If other funders are involved and 
have committed to the project, be sure to list them.

Wri ting proposals can be time consuming, but it can be very rewarding 
for your sister city program. Gather your information before starting to 
write and it will  ̄ow easier. And remember the old trick ± if you're stuck 
with a section, leave it and work on another part of the proposal. You 
can return later to the `stuck' section with clearer thoughts and more 
compelling words!

For more information about fundraising, see the free ªFundraising Tool-
kitº on www.sister-cities.org (click on Toolkits & Guides). 



Membership Highlights

Opening New Opportunities in Ghana: 
Citrix Systems, Inc.
New Technology Center Opens in Agogo
Trevor Gruen-Kennedy, Vice President of Citrix Systems, Inc. visited 
Ghana recently to open the Agogo Information and Communications 
Technology Access and Training Center, which is part of the ªCyber 
Sister Citiesº project linking Fort Lauderdale, Florida and Agogo, 
Ghana. More than just donating computers, this initiative plugs entire 
Ghanaian communities into the information age. The initiative will 
teach of® cials, students, and business people how to maximize use of 
technology using the latest software applications.  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Professional & Economic Exchange 
Program Nets Rewards for Everyone
Boyertown, Pennsylvania – Bogodukhiv, Ukraine

It all began with a passing comment ± in 2004 as teachers Pam Ferraro and 
Linda Weinberger prepared to travel to sister city Bogodukhiv, Ukraine, a 

sister cities members suggested that perhaps they could invite 
of® cials from their sister city to visit Boyertown for an eco-
nomic and professional exchange. They would explore systems 
- banking, water, electricity, farming, and schools, and talk 
together about how to apply new insights to Bogodukhiv's 
rapidly-developing infrastructure. As they implemented their 
vision, they learned a few lessons to help other sister city 
programs.

Step Number 1:  Establish a clear and exciting vision 
together. While in Bogodukhiv, Ferraro and Weinberger 
sought to invite Mayor Yvigeny Chuikov for the proposed 
exchange. During the last week of their visit, they received 
an invitation for a ten-minute meeting with him. Those 
few minutes rapidly expanded into a two-hour economic 
development council gathering that included municipal and 
school of® cials, as well as citizens and volunteers with the 
Peace Corps. Everyone was very excited about the possibili-
ties this exchange could offer. 

Step Number 2:  Explore your options and adapt to changing circumstanc-
es. Through contacts established by a Peace Corps volunteers and others, 
phone calls and proposals  ̄ew furiously to Gillette Corporation and the 
International Executive Service Corps. The organizers received funding for 
airfare.  Mayor Chuikov secured a visa, but each time a colleague applied, he 
or she was turned down. Finally, Petr Gurin, state representative, was granted 
a visa and the travel dates were set.

Step Number 3:  Deliver what you promise. When Mayor Chuikov and 
Gurin arrived, they had a whirlwind ten days of visits to banks, farms, busi-
nesses, local government meetings, the police department, schools, and 
more. They returned with new ideas and observations of a town not unlike 
their own in size and demographics ± and with many new friendships. 

Bogodukhiv  may be half way around the world ± but it will always be close 
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PHOTO: Mayor Yvigeny 
Chuikov and Petr Gurin, 
of Bogodukhiv, Ukraine, with 
representatives from Boyer-
town, Pennsylvania, during 
a visit to Sister Cities Interna-
tional headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C.

ªIt all began 
with a passing 
comment...º
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Membership Highlights

TSUNAMI RELIEF

One Sister City Partnership Can 
Make a Di• erence for Many
Denver, Colorado  – Chennai, India

The world watched in horror as 2004 drew to a close and devastating tsunamis 
caused by an undersea earthquake hit communities bordering the Indian Ocean.

Shortly after the devastating tsunami devastated coastal areas of sister city 
Chennai, India, Denver Sister Cities International responded by raising more 
than $71,000.

A fundraiser at the Denver Press Club featured a live radio broadcast and online 
auction. Colorado Governor Bill Owens and Mayor John Hickenlooper attended 
the event and praised efforts to reach out and help tsunami victims in their sister 
city. But it didn't stop there. Meineke Car Care Center hosted a ªFree Oil Change 
Saturday,º the Haidakhandi Universal Ashram donated funds, and Youth in Ac-
tion organized a fundraiser. Proceeds were donated to a nonpro® t organization in 
Chennai called Udavum Karangal, or Helping Hands, an ISO-certi® ed welfare 
organization.

The funds were immediately put to use. Udavum Karangal adopted a coastal 
® shing village to assist in reconstruction efforts. They distributed relief supplies, 
drilled new wells, and provided school supplies. Plans were developed with villag-
ers to rebuild houses, area roads, a community hall, library, schools, a health care 
center, and a courtyard for drying ® sh. Funds from Denver went toward the adop-
tion of 100 families to assist with housing construction and to provide medicine, 
food, clothing and cooking utensils.

Denver's response to the tsunami disaster and the needs of its sister city demon-
strate the true spirit of the sister city movement in action.

Japan Welcomes New Garden to Honor Sister 

Garden in Fukuoka Celebrates Oakland 
and Fosters Friendship
The Oakland Fukuoka Sister City Association (OFSCA) has pro-
moted cultural awareness, understanding and friendship between 
Oakland, California and Fukuoka, Japan for 44 years,.  This past fall 
OFSCA demonstrated the mission of peace-through-people  in ac-
tion by building a sister city garden in Fukuoka, Japan.  The garden 
debuted at Japan's 22nd Annual National Urban Greenery Fair in 
September 2005. The garden depicts a miniature of San Francisco 
Bay, Emeryville mud ̄ats, the Oakland Bay Bridge, and the Port 
of Oakland crane. Tiled murals show the San Francisco skyline, 
Golden Gate Bridge, and Mount Tamalpais.

The garden featured nature and ecology, while celebrating the 
in ̄uence of history and cultural exchange. Peter Bowyer, designer 
from Oakland, designed and oversaw the construction of the 
garden pro bono. He traveled as an artistic ambassador to Fukuoka, 
Japan. ªImagine all the people going on an exchange visit to each 
other's nations,º said Bowyer. ªLearning skills for negotiating 
across cultural differences bene® t the individual and society at 
large. It's a step towards the day when the whole world could live 
as one,º added Bowyer. The Oakland Sister City Garden reopens in the spring 
of 2007 as a permanent exhibit in a new public park located in Fukuoka, Japan. The 
sister city garden will be treasured as a symbol of friendship for years to come. F15

Tell Your Story 
to the Local Press  

Media Relations 
Guide Only 
a Click Away
You want to 
contact the 
news media 
about your 
sister city 
program 
and its 
many suc-
cesses. But 
how? Now 
there's 
online 
advice on how 
to work with the press, as well 
as ® ll-in-the-blank press re-
leases available to you any time 
online. Visit the Media Rela-
tions Guide on the Sister Cities 
International website. Just go to 
www.sister-cities.org and click 
on ªToolkits & Guides.º You 
will need to be logged in with a 
username and password in order 
to access the materials (to get a 
username and password, contact 
Ali Kaker, akaker@sister-cities.
org, 202.347.8630 ext. 8633). 
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Contact Us

How to Contact
the Sister Cities International Sta• 
If you have questions about Sister Cities International programs, the international team is here to help. 
Call 202.347.8630 to speak with our staff.

50th Anniversary Events 
Lynn Olson, ext. 4001
lolson@sister-cities.org 

Annual Awards Program 
Swathi Veeravalli, ext. 4005
sveeravalli@sister-cities.org 

Annual Conference
Cindy de Sales, ext. 8635
cdesales@sister-cities.org
Lindsay Wilson, ext. 4004
lwilson@sister-cities.org 

Board of Directors 
Lindsay Wilson, ext. 4004
lwilson@sister-cities.org 

Communications & Media
Ami Neiberger-Miller, ext. 8251
amiller@sister-cities.org
Emily Carter, ext. 4007
ecarter@sister-cities.org  

Community Summits on 
Citizen Diplomacy
Emily Carter, ext. 4007
ecarter@sister-cities.org 

Financial Management 
Andrei Pinto, ext. 8637
apinto@sister-cities.org 

Fundraising & Donations
Phyllis Warren-Briggs, ext. 8634
pwarrenbriggs@sister-cities.org

Vik tor Zikas, ext. 4875
vzikas@sister-cities.org 

International Partners for Peace
Danielle Ramirez, ext 8638
dramirez@sister-cities.org 

Islamic Peace & 
Friendship Initiative
Tim Honey, ext. 8631
thoney@sister-cities.org 

Membership, New Members,
Global Membership, 
New Sister City Relationships 
Amy Kohlbrecher, ext. 8639 
akohlbrecher@sister-cities.org  
Christina Wesson, ext. 4000
cwesson@sister-cities.org 

O!  cial Merchandise & Trips
Vik tor Zikas, ext. 4875
vzikas@sister-cities.org 

Open World Leadership Program
Arina ªArishaº Dmitriyeva, ext. 4874
admitrieva@sister-cities.org 

Organization Partnerships,
Corporate Partners
Tim Honey, ext. 8631
thoney@sister-cities.org 

Scheduling & General Questions 
Tracy Green, ext. 0
tgreen@sister-cities.org 

State Coordinators
Amy Kohlbrecher, ext. 8639
akohlbrecher@sister-cities.org 

SupportSisterCities.org
Danielle Ramirez, ext. 8638
dramirez@sister-cities.org 

Sustainable Development 
Programs, Network for 
Sustainable Development
Matthew Corso, ext. 8636 
mcorso@sister-cities.org
Danielle Ramirez, ext. 8638
dramirez@sister-cities.org 

Website & Online Passwords
Ali Kaker , ext. 8633
akaker@sister-cities.org 

Wheelchairs for Peace
Arina ªArishaº Dimitriyeva, ext. 4874
admitrieva@sister-cities.org

Young Artists Program 
Swathi Veeravalli, ext. 4005
sveeravalli@sister-cities.org 

Youth & Education Exchange, 
Youth & Education Network
Bethany Rehling, ext. 8252
brehling@sister-cities.org 

Young Artists Program
Swathi Veeravalli, ext. 4005
sveeravalli@sister-cities.org 


